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An unintended 
consequence of the 
recently concluded 
NFL lockout has 
been one of the most 
exciting free-agency 
periods in league 
history. With little 
time to fill out rosters 
and get players into 
camp, teams have 
moved briskly. Here 
is a recap of how the 
AFC East’s teams re-
shuffled their rosters 
for 2011.

Giants general manager 
Jerry Reese gave disgruntled 
pass rusher Osi Umenyiora 
the go-ahead to seek a bet-
ter contract from another 
team. And five teams have 
reportedly shown interest in 
Umenyiora.

The question now is 
whether they’re willing to 
pay the price. And it will be a 
steep one, to be sure.

Not only will the Rams, 
Broncos, Seahawks, Ravens 
or Chargers have to pay Um-
enyiora the $72 million he 
seeks in a six-year deal, but 
they’ll have to send Reese his 
asking price of a first-round 
draft pick.

That’s a heavy price, even 
for the game-changing, 
fumble-causing defensive end 

of 2010, who nevertheless 
comes off a missed season in 
’08, a slow comeback in ’09 
and offseason hip surgery 
this year.

The recent surgery, and 
Umenyiora’s history of slow 
recoveries, is why Reese 
has never had any intention 
of redoing the 29-year-old’s 
original contract, 
which is due to pay 
him $7.1 million 
during the final 
two seasons.

But Umenyiora 
has complained 
about his deal the 
last two years, and 
now says he won’t 
play under any 
circumstances un-
less Reese throws 
some newer, bigger numbers 
his way.

The Rams could be Um-
enyiora’s best chance. Former 
Giants defensive coordinator 
Steve Spagnuolo coaches in 
St. Louis and is a big Umeny-
iora fan. And they have a lot of 
salary-cap room to accommo-

date a contract that will pay 
the defensive end upwards of 
$10 million per year. 

The question is whether 
a building team such as St. 
Louis will part with a top 
pick, even for an established 
talent. In the end, fellow 
defensive end Justin Tuck 
believes Umenyiora will stay 

right where he is. 
But Tuck is unsure 
how the finances 
will shake out.

“I know for a 
fact that if he’s in 
a Giants uniform 
come Sept. 11, 
he’ll be the Osi 
that you’ve all 
grown to love and 
respect as one of 
the premier de-

fensive ends in the country,” 
Tuck said. “That, I don’t worry 
about. The only thing I worry 
about is if he’s going to be in 
a Giants jersey.

“I can’t answer the ques-
tion ‘Is he going to be here or 
not?’ My name’s not on the 
check.”(GETTY)

Steep price accompanies Osi 
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Rex unlocks 
mystery of 
new tattoo

Jets coach Rex Ryan 
took a moment yesterday 
to decipher the new “mid-
life heiroglyphics” that are 

now crawl-
ing up his 
right calf.

“My new 
tat means 
‘Believe in 
yourself,’ 
which I’ve 
g o t  n o 
problem 
doing,” the 

48-year-old Ryan said in a 
video posted on the Jets’ 
Facebook page.

The shorts-clad Ryan 
raised eyebrows when 
he debuted the abstract 
tattoo as training camp 
opened in New Jersey on 
Monday. He said it depicts 
mountains, waves and a 
shark tooth. (AMNY)
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