
(GETTY)

How Nets can build 
around Brook, Deron

ANALYSIS

The financial param-
eters under which the 
NBA operates are ripe 
for change with a new 
collective bargaining 
agreement  (CBA) 
expected to look far 
different than the cur-
rent one, which expires 
July 1. That makes it 
difficult to predict with 
confidence how the New 
Jersey Nets can adjust 
their roster following 
their 24-win season. 
amNewYork spoke with 
two NBA front-office ex-
ecutives to collect their 
thoughts on where the 
Nets need to upgrade.

U.S. District Court Judge 
Susan Nelson ruled with 
the players and lifted the 
NFL lockout yesterday, but 
that doesn’t translate into 
an immediate flurry of free 
agency and other business 
that has been put off.

The owners will undoubt-
edly file an appeal with the 
Eighth Circuit Court of Ap-
peals in St. Louis and also 
ask for an immediate stay of 
Nelson’s injunction. Unless 
the owners are denied a 
stay — highly unlikely — the 
league’s free agent veterans 
and drafted rookies, starting 
with Thursday’s first round, 

will remain in limbo. The 
slew of undrafted talent that 
would normally get snapped 
up in the hours after Satur-
day’s seventh round will 
also go unsigned.

The owners expected 
Nelson to rule for the play-
ers because most major 
decisions have fallen that 
way since the last collective 
bargaining agreement was 
hammered out in 1994. The 
only mild surprise was that 
Nelson did not issue a stay 
pending appeal.

The appeals court could 
take a more cautious view 
of things, however, and stay 
the injunction, effective im-
mediately, until it hears the 
case months from now.
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Judge lifts lockout, 
wrangling not over

Vick eyes a 2nd Madden cover
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