
A division that typical-
ly has two or three teams 
fighting for the top spot 
may have one squad that 
is head-and-shoulders 
above its rivals. At least, 
that’s how it looks on pa-
per. Catch up here with 
the NFC East’s major 
acquisitions for 2011:

Eagles’ 
extreme 
makeover 
highlights 
NFC East 
moves

It’s Darrelle Revis’ version 
of paying it forward. The shut-
down cornerback saw a little 
of himself in Kyle Wilson after 
the nickelback’s somewhat 
uninspired rookie campaign 
— and it was this, in the end, 
that pushed Revis to pick up 
the phone and invite Wilson 
to his Arizona hideout. 

“Last year was rough for 
him, being a rookie,” Revis 
said yesterday. “I’ve been 
through that stage as a rookie 
as well. Veteran guys did it for 
me when I was younger — La-
veranues Coles ... those types 
of guys. I’m just returning the 
favor.”

The duo spent a lot of time 
together. “I worked on every-
thing with him,” Revis said. 
“Just life — being a person.”

Rex Ryan 
already has 
n o t i c e d  a 
c h a n g e  i n 
Wilson. When 
asked who 
has seemingly 
improved the 
m o s t ,  t h e 
coach hedged 

at first, saying that it was too 
early to tell, before deciding 
that, no, sometimes you just 
can. “Kyle,” Ryan said. “He’s 
different. He’s carrying him-
self differently. I just think he 
looks different.” 

There’s no question as to 
the 24-year-old Wilson’s ath-
letic ability, Revis said. 

“He had an up-and-down 
year last year,” he said. “You 
can say it to him as much as 
you want ... but he needs reps. 
... I remember my rookie year. 
It was tough. My head was 
spinning ... left and right.”

Wilson, a Piscataway, 
N.J., native, seems to have a 
slight swagger about him. 
Confidence, he said, wasn’t 
the issue, though Ryan and 

defensive coordinator Mike 
Pettine seem to disagree.

“It was just a learning 
experience,” Wilson said. “I 
go out each day and try to 
improve.”

And how much did Revis 
help? “From the attitude 
standpoint, it really came 
from myself,” Wilson said. 
“Nothing against him or any-
thing, but it’s really all about 
me and what I do out there. 
Obviously I’m trying to learn 
from guys like him ...

“I’m definitely more com-
fortable than I was last year,” 
he said. “I was appreciative.” 

Taken under the wing of Revis
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Paterno, 84, 
to return to 
practice

Yao tipped for  
HOF fast track

Legendary Penn State 
football coach Joe Paterno 
will return to practice 
today, three days after an 
on-field collision with a 
player on Sunday. 

The 84-year-old Paterno, 
in his 46th season leading 
the Nittany Lions, was 
released from the hospi-
tal yesterday. His right 
arm and hip were injured 
when he was blindsided 
by a player, the school said 
in a statement. 

Paterno was able 
to walk away after the 
incident, but the record 
401-game winner was 
taken to Mount Nittany 
Medical Center for tests. 

No further details on his  
condition were provided 
by the school. (REUTERS/AMNY)

Yao Ming, the towering 
Chinese NBA center who 
retired last month due to 
chronic injuries, could join 
the Naismith Basketball 
Hall of Fame next year as a 
contributor to the game.

According to John Dol-
eva, the Hall’s president 
and CEO, Yao’s nomination 
as a contributor makes 
him eligible to skirt the 
five-year waiting period 
for retired players.  (AMNY) (PHOTOS: GETTY)

‘VETERAN GUYS 
DID IT FOR ME 
WHEN I WAS 
YOUNGER. ... I’M 
JUST RETURNING 
THE FAVOR.’


