
  Sabathia starts ALDS Game 1 
at Minn., tomorrow at 8:37 p.m.

  Lowly Pirates sack manager  
Russell, keep GM Huntington

  Twins 1B Morneau ruled out 
for 2nd straight postseason

  Cincinnati rewards manager 
Baker with 2-yr. extension

  D-Backs give Kirk Gibson 
2-yr. deal, remove interim tag

  Report: PF Noah’s extension 
with Bulls for $55M, 5 yrs.

  MSU coach Dantonio (blood 
clot in leg) out of hospital 

  Giants RB Bradshaw to get 
tests today on hurt ankle

  No breaks, but QB Vick’s rib 
injury may sideline him Sun.

  Carolina WR Smith likely out  
vs. Chicago (high ankle sprain)

  Ex-Isles F Fedotenko signs 
$1M, 1-yr. deal with Rangers

  Report calls luger’s death  
accidental, cites safety issues

  Querrey, Verdasco, Berdych 
suffer early exits in Beijing

  Recovering Del Potro sent off 
by Lopez in Japan Open 1st rd.
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Consecutive sub-80-win 
seasons have put the Mets at a 
crossroads, and the team made 
that official yesterday by firing 
manager Jerry Manuel and gen-
eral manager Omar Minaya.

With a talented and expensive 
collection of players in their prime, 
the Amazin’s reportedly desire a 
win-now manager who can bring 
energy back to the ballclub. Yet an 
American League team executive 
told amNewYork the Mets could 
trade their more valuable players 
in a rebuilding effort.

“It wouldn’t shock me if they 
take a few steps back in 2011 to 
take a few steps forward in 2012,” 
said the executive, who did not 
wish to comment publicly on 
another club’s deliberations.

Here are the candidates ru-
mored to become the team’s next 
skipper:

Manager, GM choices will 
define next era for Mets

As for the next GM ...
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