
Healed completely from 
2008 knee surgery that 
created an awful 2009 for 
him, defensive end Osi Um-
enyiora is in the midst of a 
major resurgence.

And that should give 
Cowboys quarterback Tony 
Romo something to think 
about as the Giants try to 
improve to 5-2.

Not only does Umenyiora 
stand second in the league 
with eight sacks, but five of 
them were strip sacks that 
either created turnovers or 
wound up in major losses. 
Justin Tuck, who is playing 
well himself, has recovered 
two of those fumbles.

With the Cowboys field-
ing a weakened offensive 
line as left guard Kyle Kosier 

nurses a strained Achilles 
tendon, Umenyiora could 
have his third straight mul-
tiple-sack game. He’s much 

more interested in slapping 
the ball loose, however.

“A glorified tackle for 
loss,” Umenyiora said of a 

straight sack. “But if you 
can get the ball out, you can 
force some turnovers and 
put the offense in a good 
position. It’s just something 
I do.”

Romo has been sacked 
seven times but hasn’t 
fumbled yet. There’s al-
ways a first time, though, 
especially as the Cowboys 
struggle at 1-4.

“Osi has played well — 
well against the run and 
well against the pass,” 
coach Tom Coughlin said. 
“We encourage him to keep 
it up.” (AMNY)

The Jets have been enjoy-
ing their bye week, and why 
not? Coach Rex Ryan trum-
peted his 5-1 group as the 
best team in the NFL 
before they scattered 
for a long weekend 
vacation.

Whether they stay 
up there is another 
story. Pittsburgh and 
New England will join 
them at 5-1 this week-
end if they beat Miami 
and San Diego, respectively. 
So the Jets understand they 
haven’t really separated 
themselves from anybody, 
either in the division or the 
AFC.

Also, the fact that the Jets 
haven’t really dominated 
both sides of the ball yet 

should keep them humble.
“It’s too early,” running 

back LaDainian Tomlinson 
said. “Right now, we’re still 
putting the pieces together. 
We want to play our best 
football in December and 

January.”
Despite a shaky win 

last week at Denver, 
optimism runs high 
that this start is not 
a mirage. To temper 
any overconfidence, 
though, the Jets can 
recall the Giants’ 5-0 
start last year, which 

floundered to a playoff-
unworthy 8-8.

So the players are putting 
any “best team” talk into 
perspective. “Even though 
we have the best record, I 
don’t feel we’re all the way 
there yet,” said wide receiver 
Braylon Edwards. 
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