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Phillip Schwalb’s dream
began during his first visit to
the Basketball Hall of Fame
in Springfield, Mass., on
Sept. 10, 2001.

Schwalb’s thinking that
day went like this: What if
there were a smaller, more
accessible version of the
basketball hall in New York
City? And what if this muse-
um of artifacts and interac-
tive exhibits encompassed
other sports?

The destruction in lower
Manhattan the following
day only emboldened the
longtime sports and enter-
tainment executive’s dream
of starting a sports museum.

On May 7, the Sports Mu-
seum of America (SmA)
will open at 26 Broadway,
becoming “the nation’s first
and only all sports experi-
ence,” as its Web site touts.

“I thought we could build
something in New York City
that would be both its own
museum of all sports and an
endorsement to get people
to visit the actual Basketball
Hall of Fame,” said

Schwalb, SmA’s 45-year-old
founder and chief executive
officer. (The “m” in SmA’s
acronym is lower-case, offi-
cials said, to call attention to
the museum’s claim that it
offers more than a tradition-
al, gallery-based museum.)

SmA is located, appropri-
ately, on the Canyon of He-
roes ticker-tape parade
route. Its collection of more
than 800 artifacts, 1,100

photos, 24 interac-
tive exhibits and 20 original
films will cover more than
two dozen sports. The SmA
is also the new, official
home of the Heisman Tro-
phy and the Billie Jean King
International Women’s
Sports Center.

“For people to be
able to come in and
touch the original
Heisman trophy that
sat at the Downtown
Athletic Club,”
Schwalb said, “I
think that’s going to
be a huge draw.” 

Visitors will be
able to cast their votes for
the next Heisman winner,
who will be awarded the
trophy at SmA every De-
cember starting this year.

The Billie Jean King Cen-
ter will house the Women’s
Sports Foundation Interna-
tional Women’s Sports Hall
of Fame, the first of its kind. 

“Every single sport has
women that have been in-
volved in playing at times
when they got no attention,”
said author and sports histo-
rian Ernestine Miller, an
SmA adviser. “These women
who have never been recog-
nized in any way will now
have their opportunity.”

That opportunity is there
because of SmA’s initial
partnership with the Basket-
ball Hall of Fame. Schwalb’s
willingness to work with
one hall of fame led to part-
nerships with dozens more
single-sport halls of fame. 

“I thought it would end
up being five or six,”
Schwalb said of these part-
nerships, “but it’s turned out
to be 62. ... I just think it
[SmA] would be really infe-
rior [without the partner-
ships]. You can build it, but
it wouldn’t truly be the na-
tional museum for sports.”

“Done in the right way,
sports should be as good a
subject matter for a museum
as art or science,” he added. 

The partnerships brought
in artifacts such as Jesse
Owens’ diary from the 1936
Olympics and letters writ-
ten by basketball inventor
James Naismith.

SmA also plans interac-
tive features. “You’ll be able

to feel a lot of things that
you would never feel in
sports otherwise,”
Schwalb said. “You can
put your face inside of
a goalie’s mask and then
you’re going to be seeing
hockey pucks coming at
you 100 miles per
hour.”

Schwalb wanted SmA to
be a part of lower Manhat-
tan’s revitalization, so he ap-
plied for Liberty Bonds. The
tax-exempt bonds, of which
SmA was awarded $52 mil-
lion, are meant to encourage
corporations to build their
headquarters in lower Man-
hattan. 

SmA was awarded the
bonds after Ernst & Young
conducted a study asserting
that the museum had the
potential, in its first year, to
attract one million visitors
and have a $100 million im-
pact — including construc-
tion costs and tourism — on
the area’s economy.
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UES Inclusionary Apartments is pleased to announce that applications
are now being accepted for 13 affordable rental apartments now under
construction at 1330 First Avenue on the Upper East Side of
Manhattan. These units are being constructed through the Inclusionary
Affordable Housing Program of the City of New York’s Department of
Housing Preservation and Development.The size, rent and income
distribution for the 13 apartments are as follows:

Qualified applicants will be required to meet income and family size guidelines and
additional selection criteria. Applications may be requested by postcard only mail
to: UES Inclusionary Apts., 101 West 23rd Street, PMB 2222, New York, NY
10011-2222. Completed applications must be returned by regular mail only
(no priority, certified, registered, express or overnight mail will be accepted)
to the post office box number that is listed on the application and must be
postmarked by May 29, 2008. Applications postmarked after May 29, 2008 will
be set aside for possible future consideration. Applications will be selected by
lottery; applicants who submit more than one application will be disqualified.
Duplicated applications will not be accepted. Preference will be given to New York
City residents. Current and eligible residents of Manhattan Community Board 8
will receive preference for 50% of the units. Eligible households that include persons
with mobility impairments will receive preference for 5% of the units; eligible
households that include persons with visual and/or hearing impairments will
receive preference for 2% of the units; and eligible City of New York Municipal
Employees will receive a 5% preference.

No Brokers Fee. No Application Fee.

NEWLY CONSTRUCTED

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

*Subject to occupancy standards.
**Includes gas for cooking only.

MICHAEL R. BLOOMBERG, Mayor

Department of Housing Preservation and Development
SHAUN DONOVAN, Commissioner

The City of New YOrk
www.nyc.gov/hpd

Apts
Availabile

4
6
1
1

1

Apt
Size

Studio
1-Bedroom
2-Bedroom
2-Bedroom

3-Bedroom

Family
Size*

1
1 - 2
2 - 4

2
3 - 4
4 - 6

Monthly
Rent**

$739
$790
$950
$998
$998

$1,101

Total Annual
Income Range

Minimum - Maximum
$31,480 - $37,776
$33,720 - $40,464
$40,360 - $48,432
$42,280 - $49,152
$42,280 - $50,736
$46,760 - $56,112

212 779-7568 Or 646 214-0490 www.ipodfixnyc.com

Ipod & Cell Phone
Repairs Center

We repair & unlock all kinds of:
Ipod *iPhone *PSP *Zune *Creative Zen
*Razor *LG *Blackberry Pearl *Blackberry Curve
*Smart Phone *SideKick *Samsung
*Digital Cameras *Laptop *Desktop Computers
Even water-damaged
*While –U-Wait (20 min.) *free diagnostics
Open 7 days! 8:30 am – 10:00pm – including holidays!

385 5th Avenue (35th &36th St) NYC, lower level of the Gift Shop)

From $19

30 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
SHEIKH LAMIN

International renowned spiritual healer/ clairvoyant with 
spiritual powers of my ancestral spirit, I can help you 
with bringing back loved ones, family problems, 
depression, substance abuse, impotency/infertility, court 
cases/ immigration, breaking black magic, jinx, demonic 
forces, success in business, exams, career, job interviews, 
marriage.  Your pain is my responsibility. 
Located 1 minute walk from 86th & Lexington.

Tel: 1 (212) 729- 7522 

SmA makes
founder’s
dream real

The Sports Museum of America opens on May 7. This is an artist’s rendering of the planned Immersion Theater.

! Opens May 7 at 
26 Broadway

! Ticket prices: $27 for
adults, $24 for seniors
(60+) and students, $20
for children 4-14, free for
children younger than 4

SmA at a glance

Museum for all sports

Schwalb

The Sports Museum of America’s artifacts
include a photograph from Jesse Owens’
1936 ticker-tape parade in Manhattan,
above, and a boxing glove from Ali-Frazier
II at Madison Square Garden in 1974, right.


