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SQUAWK THE WIDE WORDS OF SPORTS

“When I was at Uplands Elementary School in  
Lake Oswego, Ore., nobody wanted to play basketball 
against me and my best friend, Ernie Spada. So to get 

a game going we’d agree to play eight-on-two 
or sometimes even 15-on-two. It was during 
those games on the school blacktop that it !rst 
became apparent I could dominate. In sports, 
you normally want to go a"er the weakest link, 
but everyone wanted to challenge me because 
I was so big. Some of the kids would even try to 
hit me. I learned how to be tenacious, grabbing 
every rebound, although a"erward my knees, 
nose and elbows were scraped and bruised.  
I don’t remember a recess that we weren’t  
wiping o# a bit of blood when it was over.”

WHEN I KNEW ! …

FIGHTIN’ WORDS

I OWNED THE GLASS
BY KEVIN LOVE (AS TOLD TO KYLE STACK)

How real are the boxing scenes?
MW: Real as you can get. I used my 
relationships with HBO to get the 
camera guys who shoot pay-per-
view boxing matches. And we had 
real fighters, like Miguel Espino, who 
played Alfonso Sanchez. We’d hit 
each other at 60%. Then, whenever 
somebody caught someone, it’d 
jump to 75%. 

How are your skills now? 
CB: I learned to imitate Dickie’s 

style, getting my weight low, getting 
“squirrely,” as he likes to say. 
MW: By the end, Micky and Dickie 
were trying to persuade me to take 
a couple of four- and six-rounders, 
professional fights. They were pretty 
confident about my ability.

Who wins in the ring?
CB: Mark would have been an athlete 
had he not become an actor. He has 
the experience and conditioning. I 
don’t do much when I’m not doing a 

movie. But I do have a lot of heart. 
MW: I’d win. No doubt.
CB: Ha! I was trying to be a gentle-
man! How about a friendly wager?

There’s a lot of buzz in Hollywood these days about The Fighter, the real-life tale of two blue-
collar half brothers: junior welterweight champ Micky Ward (Mark Wahlberg) and his ex-con 
trainer Dickie Eklund (Christian Bale). So does the ring action ring true? We asked. -SAM ALIPOUR

OH, HEY, YOU CAN CONTACT US: E-MAIL POST@ESPNTHEMAG.COM, OR TWITTER @ESPNMAG.


