
school with or just any fan that comes up to him before or
after a game, guys who are in their late 40s, early 50s,
they come up and are in awe. Sometimes I see a grown
man, with his kids, just shaking. He’s nervous to meet
Clyde Frazier. And that always sends me back to realizing
how fortunate I am to have become a friend and a partner.
He was as big a star in New York as there ever was,

especially for someone my age growing up. I was 8, 9 years old at the time when they were winning their
championships and he was the star of the New York.

SLAM: Do you talk to fans behind you during the game?

MB: Yeah, sometimes. You know what’s cool is you get to know the fans. A lot of them are the same people
sitting around where you are. And you realize they’re really knowledgeable. Sometimes you go in and there’s
a season-ticket holder for 20 years, and if I haven’t seen a particular team yet, I like to ask the fans what they
think. They’ll give you a feel what they like about this player. Sometimes it’s really fun to do it. It’s really hard to
do it during the game because there’s so much stuff going on with your communication with the production
truck, but I’d say over the years you become friends with some of the season-ticket holders.

SLAM: Have the prevalence of in-game promotions and general distractions in the arena built up over
the last 10, 15 years affected your job?

MB: You know what, I think because the prices are pretty high for tickets, the organizations and the League
want to provide as much entertainment for your dollar as they can. An old-fashioned grump like me…I used to
just like during timeouts to turn and talk to the person next to me and not be overly distracted by all the sound
and loud music and crazy stunts. But if you look around the arena now, the fans love some of the stuff. Some
of the entertainment is actually quite good. You get caught up during a timeout — you have to check a stat or
what’s going on in the production truck — and all of a sudden you’re distracted because the stuff is pretty
funny that’s going on on the court. I think the League and the teams have done a good job. Especially for the
kids, they love that stuff. I have three kids and I used to bring them to games. They loved all that
entertainment. Even that old-fashioned guy like me has to go with the flow.

SLAM: Do you ever broadcast enough games for a particular team where you recognize what plays
they’re running or how they’ll react in a certain situation?

MB: Yeah, you know their substitution patterns, you can almost tell when a guy is going to have a good game.
The last few years, I’ve done so many Lakers and Celtics games that you get a good feel. That’s one of the
reasons I do the Knicks on MSG is because there’s something about following a team and seeing its
development from training camp all through the season. Which guys improved the most or what areas the
team will improve or how they handle adversity. To me, that’s the real fun of sport is following the development
of a team or a player. Yes, you definitely start to notice nuances or trends when you get to cover certain
teams.

SLAM: Well you look down the Knicks roster and it seems like they’ll be an exciting team to watch.

MB: Yeah, the potential is there. They’ve definitely upgraded in talent and athleticism. Each guy has a
question mark that has to be answered. I think the potential is there. Now it’s a matter of them figuring out how
to play well together. When you have 10 new players, and it’s probably going to be three new starters, it’s
going to take a little time. But the potential is there for them to take that step to contend for a playoff spot and
to make the fans happy in New York. The Knick fans are so hungry and so willing to embrace any team that
works hard. I think that’s going to be the best part of this team. They really seem to work hard and want to
become the team that turns it around.

SLAM: You’ve done enough Knicks games over the years to know what the excitement level can get
like in Madison Square Garden. How will you know when that excitement level and that magic
everyone talks about at the Garden is back?

MB: Last year, it was the last home game of the regular season. They played Washington. It was a close
game and the Knicks came back and won the game. And the building…you would’ve thought it was a Game 7
of a playoff series. Here they are going for Win No. 29, and the place is going crazy. Clyde and I talked about it
on the air. It shows you how much these fans are so hungry for a good team. So, we go to the first preseason
game this year, and [Amar'e] Stoudemire goes on a big run in the third quarter against the Celtics, and the
place is crazy again. I think Opening Night, if they come out and play well in their home opener against
Portland, I think the fans are so ready to embrace them. To me, they make it the best atmosphere in the NBA.
I know I’m not objective growing up as a New Yorker, but when the Garden is alive there’s no better place to
watch a basketball game.
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